Magazine Articles
1. Response #1

 The Truth About Teen Girls 

  Are teenagers growing up too fast? Well I personally wouldn’t know because I’m also a teen and I can’t really look at things from the outside like adults can. But what I can say is that it seems that girls are growing up faster because there are things that I wasn’t allowed to do when I was eleven and now I see that my little cousin and her friends are doing those things; but I think that it could be because of location. In other words, girls here start doing things like put on makeup at a young age, while in New York it wasn’t typical for 6th and 7th graders to put on makeup; however the 6th and 7th grade girls in New York act much older than the girls here. People blame the media for girls growing up too fast, for dressing in as adults would, and for teenage pregnancy; I think that America should stop wasting time blaming the media and find ways to help girls become confident and free to do or think as they wish without the fear of being criticized. I think that this way girls can grow up at their own pace and transition into adolescence when the appropriate time comes.

2. Response #2

Eco-Buyer Beware

     It seems that going green is the new fad of today. Businesses and corporations are taking advantage of people’s desire to go green by selling products that don’t help the Earth at all. I feel disappointed that people would go that far to make a few extra dollars, and if you think about it those companies are making tons of money now off their lies but they will also lose tons of money when people find out that their products are not as green as they thought they were. Why can’t corporations just be honest? Why does the world have to lie just to make money? I think I would be happier in a society where everything is not a lie and I can pick up something off a shelf knowing that what the product advertises is true.

3. Response #3 

The News About Sleep

     I like many other people never seem to get enough sleep; I’m always tired and in need of naps and everyday after school I inevitably end up taking a nap and because I did that I have to stay up doing homework causing me to be tired in the morning which then leads to a nap after school and it’s a cycle that never ends. In this article I learned that naps are good but not if they are over done which is what I do. Also sleep actively helps with learning so getting the appropriate amount is important. With this knowledge I now have to make an effort to fix my sleeping patterns and get out of that vicious cycle that hurts me more than it helps me. 

4. Response #4

From Health to Wealth

     As time passes the importance of health is seen more and more, especially now with the problem of obesity. I always thought that the great thing about being healthy is being healthy; but Dan Kadlec has pointed out another advantage to leading healthy lifestyles, which is the money that will be saved in the future. Right now I’m too young to think about retirement but if I want to save up the most money that I can I should take Kadlec’s advice and try to implement healthier habits not only for me but also for my family. I know that humans are not sickness proof but Kadlec is right when he says that living healthier saves you money. 

5. Response #5

The Sarah Show

     I respect Sarah Palin because of what she means to some people even though I’m not a republican. What doesn’t make sense to me is that McCain is going up in the polls because of Sarah Palin, which to me shows that some voters don’t consider the issues the candidates care about, but instead voters seem to care about popularity or gender or what ever it is that makes people like Sarah Palin. I kind of feel bad for McCain because Palin took his thunder and if he wins it’s because of her. At this point in the election I feel as if Obama is running against Palin and not McCain, which makes sense because Palin is the person the media is now bombarding. I know that this has to be the most important election that this country’s ever had but so what if Palin is a woman and so what if Obama is black; I personally try to see beyond that and focus on what they want to do for our country.  

Newspaper Articles
1. Response #1

You Just Can't Kill It

     Goth can be seen as emo or just a sign of rebellion. Many people don’t really understand what Goth really is; I see it as a state of mind or a way for someone to identify oneself, others simply see it as a fashion statement. I don’t really think that it’s fair when people accuse gothic people of being allied with the devil unless they really are, but anyways it’s not fair to make such assumptions because being Goth has to do with how people feel and being in a place where they feel they belong. Another unfair statement is that only Goths do self-mutilation, well I think that you don’t have to be Goth to cut yourself it’s just that Goths seem more emotional about things so that stereotype has been attached to them. 

2. Response #2

China Says More Milk Products Show Signs of Being Tainted

       A story like this just disappoints me because how can it be that people not have any ethics. How can milk producers just put people’s life at risk by purposely contaminating milk? Fortunately, we won’t be getting affected by this but it still worries me how people can do things like this just to save money. It’s things like this that make me wish that humans didn’t have the characteristic of ambition.

3. Response #3

Scotland: Help, Police! My Bunny’s Ears

     I find humorous that people would actually call the police for things like having too many onions in their takeout or for a bunny not having the floppy ears that had been advertised. But as funny as those calls may sound these unnecessary calls are a waste of time which distracts cops from what is really important, like saving people for example. I guess Scotland is a country full of complainers.   

4. Response #4

Disney Offering Free Admission On Birthdays In 2009

     It’s great that soon getting into Disney World on your birthday will be free. For me it’s even better because since I have a twin it will be less costly and we both get to share that special day in a special place.

5. Response #5

Hillsborough Adjusts Noise Policies

     I have grown up in a place where there is noise everywhere and that was something that really bothered my family, especially when the neighbors had loud parties. For Hillsborough to have new noise rules is good because it makes it easier to take violators to court but people feel that the new rules will give the Ford Amphitheater permission to raise up the sound. I think that people living near that area have the right to have peace and if that peace is interrupted then the dwellers should defiantly do something about it. 

Works Cited
Gamaldo, Charlene. "The News About Sleep." Time 22 Sept. 2008: 80.  
Kadlec, Dan. "From Health to Wealth." Time 22 Sept. 2008: 74.   
Luscombe, Belinda. "The Truth About Teen Girls ." Time 22 Sept. 2008: 66-69.
Reuter. "Scotland: Help, Police! My Bunny’s Ears!," New York Times 15 Sept. 2008. 19  

     Sep 2008 <http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/16/world/europe/16briefs- 

     HELPPOLICEMY_BRF.html?ref=europe&pagewanted=print>  
Salinero. Mike. "Hillsborough Adjusts Noise Policies," Tampa Tribune 19 Sept. 2008. 19 
     Sep 2008 <http://www2.tbo.com/content/2008/sep/19/me-hillsborough-adjusts-noise-
     policies/news-metro/>   

Scherer, Michael. "The Sarah Show." Time 22 Sept. 2008: 42-43.
The Associated Press. "Disney Offering Free Admission On Birthdays In 2009," Tampa 
     Tribune 18 Sept. 2008. 19 Sep 2008 
     <http://www2.tbo.com/content/2008/sep/18/disney-offering-free-admission- 

     birthdays/>. 
Walsh, Bryan. "Eco-Buyer Beware." Time 22 Sept. 2008: 71-72.
Wilson. Cintra. "You Just Can't Kill It," New York Times 17 Sept. 2008. 19 Sep 2008  

     <http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/18/fashion/18GOTH.html?_r=1&pagewante  

     d=print>  
Wong. Edward. "China Says More Milk Products Show Signs of Being Tainted," New 
     York Times 19 Sept. 2008. 19 Sep 2008 
     <http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/19/world/asia/19milk.html?pagewanted=print>  

